
Guildford Design Awards 2023 Entry Requirements 
RHS Garden Wisley – Bowes Lyon Pavilion 

1. Address of Scheme including postcode 

RHS Garden Wisley 
Woking 
Surrey 
GU23 6QB 

 
2. Category of Project 

 
Conservation Project 

3. Name of Client 

The Royal Horticultural Society 

4. Architect, Design Consultants or Artist 

In 1962, the design for a new garden pavilion for the Rose Garden was run 
as a competition and was won and subsequently designed by  Mr Derrick 
Lees ARIBA. The architect’s statement is attached. 
 
A programme of conservation of the building commenced some 50 years 
after the building was constructed, concurrent with the Rose Garden 
redesign, culminating in recent works that have fully restored the intentions 
and context of the design. 

5. Key contact - Email address, phone number, etc. 

Matthew Pottage 
Curator 
matthewpottage@rhs.org.uk 
07970138308 

6. Brief description of the Project including key features of the design, 
maximum 1 page A4 

 

Significance  

The Significance of this garden pavilion lies in its position within the earliest-
registered grade II* Registered Park and Garden on Historic England’s list; the 
context of the evolution of the garden as it expanded at the time, creating a 
gateway between the formal and informal; and the unusual Modernist, almost 
machine-age design.  



The design is a simple canopy structure, made up of octagonal sections that are 
reminiscent of parasols for shade and contemplation. This is supported on slight and 
elegant columns that contribute to the airiness of the design, but also bring an 
aluminium aircraft inspired design, topped with pineapple decorative finials. The 
flourish of Perspex ‘starburst ‘skylights completes the exuberance of the cedar clad 
soffits, pointing towards the sun and bringing light into the space. All thoroughly 
modern and looking to the future, with horticultural references but perhaps also 
reminiscent of eastern garden designs for shade and ornamentation. 

Remarkably, the steel and cedar furniture, stone floor scape and memorial stone all 
remain in place. The memorial records Sir David Bowes-Lyon (younger brother to 
The Queen Mother) as RHS President from 1953 to 1961.  

Conservation programme 
 
The programme of conservation has taken place in phases due questions over the 
future of the building and to the availability of funds. The redesign of the Rose 
Garden by Robert Myers in 2011 was an impetus to enhancing the significance of the 
Pavilion to retain it as part of the history of the Society. The decision to retain the 
structure has been validated by the popularity of the building as a Place in the 
garden, although not all admire the yet unfashionable design. 
 
The phases of worjk have included: 
 

Phase I – removal of column finials and specialist cleaning and refurbishment 
of the columns 
 
Phase II – Manufacture of Perspex ‘starburst’ slights to original designs and 
repairs to roof.  
 
Phase II – repairs and redecoration to soffits, fascia’s, rainwater goods and 
columns and re - presentation of surfaces 
 
Over time, trials have also taken place with grass solutions that are 
sufficiently robust, with a natural turf now being adopted. 
 
Completion of Restoration programme – 2023 following works undertaken by 
conservation contractors Stead bury Ltd. 

 
The programme of conservation that is now complete is testament to the 
commitment by the RHS to retain and honour the history of the Society, the Rose 
Garden and the work of the Bowes Lyon family and the royal connections to the 
RHS. Where Horticulture is the first call on RHS resources, this conservation 
programme of a building has been achieved by the commitment of the Wisley team, 
and is put forward for this award an example of small scale, sensitive and faithful 
work to a rare building of its time. 
 
David Alexander MA MRICS 
RICS Conservation Accredited  



7. Photographs of the completed project (include existing photographs, plans and 
elevations, as appropriate for the Conservation Project and Regeneration Project 
categories) 

 

 
Bowes Lyon Pavilion 2022 – completed works 
 

 
Bowes Lyon Pavilion 2022 
 
 



 
Construction Stage 1964 

 
1964 
 

   
1964 
 



Before conservation works 
 

 
2016 
 
 
 
Original roof lights were replaced with the plain fixed skylights in the 1980s.  
 

 
2016 
 



 
   
 
  



Extract from The Journal of the Royal Horticultural Society relating to The Bowes 
Lyon Pavilion – architects design for Perspex skylights 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



APPENDICES 
 
RHS Wisley Listing Description: https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-
entry/1000126 
 
Rose Garden remodelling: 
https://www.rhs.org.uk/about-the-rhs/publications/the-garden/the-garden-back-
issues/2014-issues/January/a-new-dawn-for-wisley-s-roses 
 
RIBA Journal article on RHS architectural and conservation projects: 
https://www.ribaj.com/intelligence/royal-horticultural-society-clients-intelligence-
isabelle-priest 
 
 
 
 


